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JORDAN LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY ROLES AND POWERS IN
DIPLOMACY AND FOREIGN POLICY

By
Eman Radwan Arar

Supervisor
Dr. Mohammad Al-Masalha

Abstract
The Jordan Legislative Authority is considered one of the most important
institutions. The field of jurisdiction of this Authority covers the internal,
political and financial matters with the international developments and
overlapping of relations, the Legislative Authority has strenuously
endeavored to get past the internal bounds to the external bounds as it has
substantiated its role in participating in the foreign policy. This role was
known to be the "Parliamentary Diplomacy".

Through observing the historical developments, fundamentals and setup of
the Jordanian Legislative Authority as well as exercise of its legislative,
financial and political duties and functions and its relation, with the Throne
Institution and Government, we find that it depends in this respect on the
legal aspect where its application is confined to the provisions of the
Jordanian Constitution and its by-laws.

The development of the concept and objects of the Jordanian foreign policy
have lead to deepening the constitutional and legal basis for the political
functioning of the Jordan Legislative Authority. The multiple tools and
means of foreign policy have assisted it in the performance of its duty. The
activity and role of Jordan Legislative Authority have expanded in the field
of foreign policy and the parliamentary diplomatic role of the Jordanian
parliament has become prominent in the Jordanian foreign policy through its
participation in multi parliamentary conferences including the international,
Arab, regional and the like conferences.

The role of the Jordanian parliament, did not stop at its participation in such

conferences, but it was rather extended to preparing for and holding them on
the Kingdom'’s soil
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This means the substantiation of Jordan initiative in the realization of the

parliamentary diplomacy in the foreign policy field wherein the Jordanian
Parliament has realized considerable parliamentary accomplishments and

activities as well passed many political decisions and statements.

The Jordan Parliament has also received many parliamentary delegations and
senior political personalities as well as exchanged visits with them. The
Jordanian Parliament constituted specialized committees which concern
itself with the issue of the Jordanian foreign policy where its role was
conspicuous through the interviews and meetings which are held by it with
the Heads of States and Foreign Ministers.

The Jordanian Parliament has become skilled in maintaining the
international relations and international cooperation through the
establishment of Parliamentary Friendship Societies which are created on the
basis of developing cooperation and solidarity between the Jordanian
Parliament and Parliaments of the sister and friendly States.

The Jordanian Parliament has relied, on the performance of its functions, on
competent systems and concerned individuals who collect, analyze and study
the information then forward them to the Parliament in its real form thereby
asserting the importance of information and sources thereof in the role of the
Jordanian Parliament towards the foreign policy of Jordan.

The accomplishments and role of the Jordanian Parliament in the foreign
policy of Jordan, method of its dealing with the most important international,
Arab and Islamic issues is the best evidence on the Jordanian Parliamentary
applications in the foreign policy and international relation fields, hence
ensuring thereby the realization and spread of international security and
stability amongst all countries.
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